
[bookmark: _GoBack]My name is Todd LaMarr, I am a research assistant in the Cognitive Neurolingustic Research Lab at UC Davis, under the direction of David P. Corina PhD. Our lab’s research focuses on how Deaf and hearing people learn and process signed and spoken languages. We are excited to announce two current research projects that we are conducting in association with Stanford University (Study 1. Early Vocabulary Comprehension) and Gallaudet’s Science of Learning Center on Visual Language and Visual Learning (Study 2. Sign Language Exposure and Cochlear Implant Use). These projects receive funding from the National Institutes of Health and the National Science Foundation respectively. 

We currently are recruiting children for two research studies. As you read about these studies below, please consider two things:

1. Do you know any children that fit the criteria listed in either study? If so, how best could we contact them for possible participation (phone, email, flyer)?
2. If not, do you have any recommendations that we can do on our part to reach out to these children and their families? (Workshops, flyers, brochures, etc.)


Study 1. Early Vocabulary Comprehension:  PEEK

When children look at pictures in response to language, their eye movements tell us about the time course of their comprehension. For this study, we videotape and analyze children's eye gaze patterns. The speed of eye-gaze reaction in young children has been linked to later linguistic and cognitive developmental outcomes in hearing children (Marchman & Fernald, 2008), but has not yet been studied with Deaf children. This study is critical for understanding sign language development in children and for exploring factors that are important for early language learning success. 

· For this study, we are seeking participants who are: 
· Native signing children, either Deaf or hearing
· Ages 16-36 months

 	Financial compensation is available and children receive a certificate and toy!

Study 2. Sign Language Exposure and Cochlear Implant Use: An ERP Experiment

Little is known about the effects of of sign language exposure in children who receive cochlear implants. Our laboratory examines children’s brain activity while they listen to sound and views common signs to understand how the complimentary effects of CI usage and sign language exposure.  

· For this study, we are seeking participants who are: 
· Children ages 12 months-8 years old 
· Who use a cochlear implant, but continue to be exposed to a rich ASL signing environment

Financial compensation is available and children receive a certificate and toy!

If you know of families with children who may be interested in these studies, please contact our lab at the numbers below. 

If you would like more information about the Cognitive Neurolinguistic Research Lab and director David P. Corina’s work, please click here: Lab website. 

Please note that we are located in Davis California, but our experimental procedures are portable, so we can some to you with advanced planning. 

Thank you and we look forward to hearing back from you,

Todd LaMarr
Research Assistant
Cognitive Neurolingusitic Research Laboratory
Center for Mind and Brain
UC Davis

Phone: 530-297-4421
Video Phone: 530-564-1090
Email: aslresearch@ucdavis.edu

Please visit our website for more information:
http://mindbrain.ucdavis.edu/labs/Corina

